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Coordinating Group on Alien Pest Species (CGAPS)

Meeting Notes
Hawaiʻi Department of Agriculture Plant Quarantine Conference Room
1849 Auiki St., Honolulu, HI

9:00 am – 12:00 pm Thursday, June 19, 2014
(Note:  These notes are provided for general information on the topics discussed and are uncorrected by speakers.  Any data or information should be verified by the speaker/agency prior to use.  Mahalo!  Christy Martin)
9:00 – 9:10  
Welcome & Introductions:  Jodi Chew, US Forest Service & 2013 CGAPS Chair 
· Mahalo to Jodi for your leadership as 2013 Chair, will move to Emeritus Chair.   
· Our incoming 2014 Chair starting July 1 is Rob Hauff, DLNR DOFAW.  We are accepting nominations for Deputy Chair from the NGO community, who will become Chair in 2015 (chair rotation is Fed, State, NGO).  Please email or call Christy with suggestions. 

9:10 – 9:30 

HDOA Coconut Rhinoceros & Little Fire Ant Responses:  Rob Curtiss 
· CRB, LFA confirmed around the same time in Dec., 

LFA:  
· 10 sites being treated successfully on Oahu.

· Last week in Waimanalo we found a new site. 100’s of survey vials were set out in a nursery, one came back with LFA.  We have delimited and are now treating a buffer around the population.  It is the smallest colony anyone has ever found.  
· We are looking for new sites with baseline surveys at nurseries and garden shops.  Most public reports that call in are Tropical fire ants, not LFA.  

· Maui found new site at a hotel in new landscaping, about 400 sq ft., contained by paving, parking lot.  Materials tracing being done by PQ.   
· All sites:  Treatments every 6-8 weeks, for 1 year after the last LFA detection.  Every site treatment plan is different, based on the nature of the site.  For the wildland site, Tango for trees, Siesta and Probait alternately one week after Tango. Other site without trees, they are using Talstar and Siesta granules. 
· Outreach is a major component, the multi-agency response is working to get the word out to the public, which is one of the most important aspect of our response. 

· The detector dog project for LFA detection was proposed to HISC for funding.  I think there is a level of mis-information that is out there, so we will need to work 

CRB:  

· Navy, USDA purchasing air curtain burners for mulch & trimmings. HDOA Farm Bill proposal is being submitted for a trailer mounted unit for HDOA 
· They are continuing to catch CRB in traps, the Navy is doing in-vessel composting to “sterilize” compost.  There are about 70- trees that need to be taken down on base.  The Navy will contract that work.  All materials will be kept on base and will be burned on the base.  

· We have had to extend the buffer zone because of a find in Kapolei  USDA has brought on 32 temp hires through the end of Dec. to help with the traps and mulch pile mitigation. We are supposed to be receiving 2.4 mil from USDA, will be spent by end of Sept. We are expecting this project to last for another 4 years at the very least.

9:30 – 9:40
CGAPS/HMLF Prevention Project: Transitioning and Testing a Marine Aquatic Invasive Species Risk Assessment Tool: Rachael Wade
(presentation)
· There are marine risk assessment tools developed based on the original Pheloung et al. 1999 publication (Weed Risk Assessment).  Here is the link for several online tools developed by a UK company for Australia: CEFAS 
· The project committee (Curt Daehler, Alison Sherwood Co-PI’s, Dave Gulko, Sonia Gorgula, Christy Martin) has met several times.  Now working on a list of folks that may be interested in participating as taxa experts or risk assessment experts, etc.  Also, we are working on a list of folks that might be end-users of such a tool, folks like resource managers, import regulation officials, etc., who also might be interested in helping with testing.  both are GoogleDocs, so please feel free to check and add suggestions.  

· Final note:  we have planned and discussed several opportunities to use conferences to conduct a workshop to test the tool, including the 2015 Hawaiʻi Conservation Conference (the 2016 Coral Reef Symposium in HI may be an opportunity to share it, as this project is projected to conclude before July 2016).  Other conferences are also being discussed.  
· For more information, please contact Rachael Wade, Dept of Botany PhD Student & GWIS Vice President

· St John Plant Lab – 609, rmwade@hawaii.edu
· Note:  HCC in 2015 will be on the Big Island; Kauaʻi Conservation Conference also an opportunity.
9:40 – 9:50
DHS Customs & Border Protection:  Jim Kosciuk
· Inspections of international passenger arrivals in the month of May found 107 pests & diseases, 30 in air cargo, 29 in mail, 150 mail violation notices were issued.  Data and inspections do not include domestic arrivals, which are HDOA kuleana.  
· RIMPAC underway, we haven’t seen the large vessels yet, we are expecting 26; we clear the foreign war ships that come in.  

· Had one interception of interest:  A weevil in orchids from Thailand.  We do the data imput, package it and send to USDA for ID.  They had to send it to National and nobody could ID it.  At Smithsonian they say there is no record of it taxonomically.  When we find things like this, we try to do all the back tracing to the area and shipper.  We put out alerts and put it in our system to flag these things.

· Bamboo fencing in container require an import permit. 
· We have been targeting different things to look at.  We started targeting artificial plants for inspection They were using palm parts as part of the display and we found diseases on those, we also found rice hulls in the base and found diseases there.  They require steam sterilization.  

· Successful conviction of a group that smuggled in giant clam for consumption. 

· Penalties for failure to declare:  They have two opportunities to declare before we issue a penalty. We’ve been writing more penalties (they are $300).   Once this happens, they are in the system and will be flagged for inspection due to previous violations.  This is significant. 

· Arriving aircraft:  we cover the arriving aircraft very well. In our Ag inspection of aircraft, specialists do a walkthrough of the plane after people disembark.  Cleaners are all under compliance agreements to move materials to sterilizers or other process.  
· Mail facilities have detector dogs cross trained on meat, citrus and fruit.  They do x-ray and dog searches of mail and freight forwarded items from international.  
9:50 – 10:00
U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service:  Domingo Cravalho
· FY14 discretionary awarded, now getting a head start on FY2015.  $1.3-2.75 is the potential amount available. 

· Next few years we will be doing a lot of BTS work.  Marianas uptick in training (although not Rota) is generating it.  CNMI is gearing up for canine work, they have filled positions but they need to replace some of their dogs.  Getting them from USDA

· Hawaii inspections—I wish HDOA could have their dog program up and running again.  

· 2-week rapid response training started this week, they are looking at planning a second session in August.  If you have funding and staff that would like to attend, please contact me.  I will put you in contact with Adam Knox (formerly MISC, now BTS RR trainer on Guam)
10:00 – 10:10
DLNR Division of Forestry and Wildlife:  Lanky Morill
· DLNR engaged and participating in CRB and LFA.  

10:10 – 10:20
Hawaiʻi Invasive Species Council:  Emily Montgomery
· Josh is at the bill signing for HISC funding.  
· Going through the HISC funding process,  full day meeting to look at all the proposals.  June 25 9-12, the Resources Working group will be slimming the asks and putting a final budget together.

· POWG just met, other working group meetings are scheduled, check the HISC website for details.  Offering remote participation, we hope to find a mechanism that works best for all. 

10:20 – 10:30
DLNR Division of Aquatic Resources:  Sonia Gorgula
(presentation that will be given at HOST meeting later today)
· Risk assessment for hull husbandry:  Received 69 commercial vessels only 22 have regular out of state voyage pattern). Every year we get close to 300 unique out of state vessels, so I am aiming for a sample size of 100.

· -Working on updating the HAR ballast rules, they are simply out of date and do not reference the current Federal ballast rules.  This update is in the works.

· -Ship in-water cleaning is an issue, with NPDES
· Biofouling is responsible for 60% (212 species) are known to have come in via biofouling.  
10:30 – 10:40
Break
10:40 – 11:10
Invasive Species Committees of Hawaiʻi 
Erin Bishop Oahu Invasive Species Committee

· Surveyed 685 acres for miconia since last meeting; no mature plants found
· Devil weed surveys 250 acres, 998 plants, 180 were mature.

· Cape ivy:  New location in Mānoa, working with landowner to control, also surveyed 27 acres in Palekula

· Controlled fountain grass in Pearl City, few other sites
· Himalayan blackberry:  no matures found in last few months, some immature treated.

· Assisting on CRB and LFA efforts

· Conducting surveys on high risk nursery/landscape sites

· Will be hiring 3 new field crew next month, will fill in spots that are vacant. 

Keren Gundersen, Kauaʻi Invasive Species Committee

(unable to attend)

Teya Penniman, Maui Invasive Species Committee (via email)
· Little fire ant:  Worked closely with HDOA to fully delimit new detection on Maui
· Brought Australian LFA detector dog trainers to Maui, Kauai, and Oahu to explore feasibility of using dogs to find LFA. Toured ASAP building on Maui, nurseries on all three islands, YB on Kauai, and met with legislators and aides at the Capitol. Thanks everyone for helping to facilitate this
· Working to update LFA video to include more recent information, especially from Oahu. Scheduling interviews is the hardest part so far!
· Making good progress on the HTA inter-island biosecurity project. Data requests, surveys and a schedule for fall workshop coming soon.

· Secusio moth - biocontrol for fireweed:  Moth is  also using plants such as cape ivy for hosts - fully expected based on Mohsen Ramadan's research but apparently some members of the public are concerned. Working with HDOA and local ranchers to address from an appropriate messaging perspective

· Pampas grass - initial trips into our remote sites are looking very very good - not finding many plants at all.

· Coqui frogs - hiring 4 temp crew members for summer ramp up thanks to additional support from DLNR.

Lori Buchanan, Molokaʻi-Maui Invasive Species Committee

· Since last CGAPS -  Molokai lost its USDA inspector and MoMISC is trying to fill that gap.  Continuing outreach info that USDA did for USDA and MoMISC targets and taking over CRB and Red Palm Weevil early detection baiting and trapping at ports of entry. 

· MoMISC field crew numbers are down for medical reasons - highlights vulnerability of having a small staff. 
· Appreciate DoFAW crew helping 1 week each quarter (primarily forest reserve) 
· MoMISC will be hosting HYCC for a few days first week in June.
· Hiring is in process to add one permanent staff member and a temp worker

· Would like to accept HDOA's offer for help with BBTV.  Explore possibility of setting up quarantine areas?

Springer Kaye, Big Island Invasive Species Committee
Arundo planting by biofuel company:  She approached us to talk about what to do next.  Options include petitioning to add to the State Noxious Weed list.  It is restricted from importing as a grass, but they could still import as seed.  Another option would be to be to propose a broader policy change at the legislature.  There is a lot happening at the national level.  Suggest we try to go the Nox Weed list approach.  
11:10 – 11:20
USDA Animal and Plant Health Inspection Service:  Carol Russell (not able to attend)
11:20 – 11:30
National Park Service:  Darcy Hu
11:30 – 11:45
Other Partner Agency Updates
Janet Ashman (HFBF):  Trend for GMO and pesticide public information is misleading at best.  This is going to impact us all—they want to make Kauaʻi a pesticide-free zone.  If you or anyone has questions about GMO or pesticides, fact checking, I am happy to talk with you. 
Connie Winterstein, SWCA:  SNIPP (Statewide Noxious and Invasive Pest Program).  DOT Highways project to prevent, ED/RR, control/manage, public outreach.  All ISCs involved and are on this contract to educate and assist with surveys along state highways.  Some rapid response on CRB.  Also working on BMPs and adjoining landowner outreach. 
Bob Spear:  Hawaiʻi Master Gardener Association, we part of the CTAHR extension program, we are an avenue for outreach.  I am so happy to hear the broad aspects of what is going on.  I think the public is starving to hear these things and the broad spectrum that is going on.  From me, I would love to see a weekly spot to send people to where the updates are.  Try to increase the social media application to this work to reach the interested public. Second, consider integrating all this information into interested Master Gardeners.  
Michelle Mansker:  Devil weed started in the Army training area (Guam troops came for training, we suspect it came through this activity)  The infestation is being spread by motocross, there is no wash rack, no any way to ensure cleaning.  The problem is probably much larger than we know.  We kept finding devil weed along the road at Schofield, there is one mower and it was being used all over.  We will be writing into our contracts that they either need to have multiple machines, or they will need to thruroughtly clean them between sites.  Also, landscapers use the same equipment for JBPPH, as they use at Schofield. We’ve spent hundreds of thousands of dollars on this weed.  
11:45 – 11:55
CGAPS:  Christy Martin, Melissa Miyashiro, Amanda Skelton
Amanda:  Finally have a contract for the Plantpono.org website changes; working with master gardeners to add content for plants for planting.  We are going to start small with a group on Kauaʻi, then will offer to the rest of the master gardeners.
Also had the first Offshore/Incipient plant list meeting on Kauaʻi, Shahin Ansari is the contractor heading the project.  We discussed the process by which we would identify and assess the risk of plants not widely present in Hawaiʻi that should be restricted from import.

Melissa:  Human disease vector authority:  Investigated authority, it is CDC, the next step is to get key staff in a room to discuss what exactly is done or can be done.  We need a protocol or procedure to follow when such things are encountered in foreign conveyances.
DOCARE and the law school are planning a criminal enforcement conference in July.  Keevin and Amy will be attending that conference.  

Myrtaceae:  Rule drafted and submitted to AGs office, at the last CGAPS meeting Darcy said that the AG had concerns about the rule, but there has been no communication since.  On the Federal side, we have been in contact with USDA APHIS in Maryland, there will be a NAPPRA petition that may come out before there is a State rule.  They are still very interested in the State putting in place a rule.  

11:55 – 12:00
New Business & Announcements
(CGAPS Steering Committee to follow, 12:30-4:00)
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