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Department Update

• Faculty Recruitments
– Plant Virologist started in August 2025
– Weed scientist hopefully advertised soon

Jing Zhou
Plant Virology



Lab Updates

• New Personnel

Julia Yuson
PhD student

Luna Ogando
MS Student

Kristen Gaines
PhD Student

Salvador Simpson
MS Student



Lab Updates

• Cooperative Agricultural Pest Surveys
– Citrus Commodity Survey (6 insects, 3 nematodes)

– Tropical Host Survey (1 insects, 2 pathogens)

– Palm Commodity Survey (3 insects, 2 pathogens)

– Citrus Huanglongbing (1 pathogen)

• PPA7721 Surveys 
– Palm Commodity Survey (4 insects, 2 pathogens)

– Solanaceous Pest Survey (5 pathogens)



Lab Updates

• Putative new disease of 
pomegranate in Hawaii



Lab Updates

• Characterizing viruses 
affecting plumeria

• Develop procedure for 
treating cuttings



Lab Updates
• Collecting virus isolates for CRB biocontrol

– Palau



Lab Updates
• Collecting virus isolates for CRB biocontrol

– Palau 
– American Samoa
– Malaysia
– Indonesia
– Thailand
– Vietnam
– Cambodia



Lab Updates

• Rearing insects for host 
range testing
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